
Name of rotation:   ABR - Social Medicine         Division:  General Internal Medicine 
 
Course Director:  Susan D. Wolfsthal, M.D.  Site(s):  Shepherd’s Clinic, Others 
 
Duration of rotation: [x ] one month only 
   [  ] 2 weeks possible 
 
 
General description of the rotation including educational purpose, rationale or value: 

This rotation is a portion of the ABR which is required one half day per week during two of the 
four blocks.  The goals of this rotation are to provide the residents with exposure to community-based 
primary care experiences with an emphasis on public health and public service.  Examples of sites are 
the Health Department, Home Health, Home Hospice and Health Care for the Homeless. 
 
Resident responsibilities, including interns and residents: 

The residents are expected to go to various community sites and immerse themselves in the daily 
activities of each particular site.  Attendance is expected to be 100%. 
 
Educational objectives:  All competency-based objectives apply to the PGY-2, 3 and above levels.  
PGY-1 residents do not complete this rotation. 
PGY-2 or 3 resident will: 
Patient Care 

1. Gather essential and accurate information about the patient. 
2. Make informed diagnostic and therapeutic decisions based on patient information, current 

scientific evidence, clinical judgment, and patient preference. 
Medical Knowledge 

1. Discuss the diagnosis and treatment of common problems encountered in this setting. 
2. Demonstrate an investigatory and analytic approach to clinical problem solving and knowledge 

acquisition. 
System-Based Practice 

1. Identify and work with other health care professionals and organizations that may assist in a 
patient’s care. 

2. Describe how these organizations are meeting specific needs of the community surrounding the 
hospital. 

3. Discuss how to involve these agencies in the care of one’s own clinic patients. 
 
Check all principle teaching methods used during this rotation: 

[  ] Attending teaching rounds   [  ] Interdisciplinary rounds 
[x ] Patient management discussions  [  ] Small group discussions 
[  ] Conferences specific to rotation   [  ] Bedside clinical rounds 
[  ] Individual instruction of procedures  [  ] Review of diagnostic studies, 
[  ] Other: ________________________   including radiology 
 

Describe the most important educational content, including the mix of diseases, patient 
characteristics, types of clinical encounters, procedures and services: 

Residents are exposed to real issues of public health and public service in the very community in 
which their patients live. 
 
Check the principal ancillary education materials used: 

[  ] Reading lists     [  ] Pathologic material 
[  ] Radiologic studies    [  ] Other noninvasive studies 
[  ] Handouts on relevant topics   [  ] Articles from the literature 
[  ] Other: ________________________  [  ] Case studies 

 
 
 



Methods used to evaluate the resident and the rotation: 
[x ] Evaluation of residency performance and professionalism 
[x ] Evaluation of attending teaching skills and other attributes 
[x ] Rotation assessment by resident 
[  ] Observation of resident's clinical competency 
[x ] Observation of resident's leadership and teaching skills 
[  ] Review of the resident's history/physical exam, progress notes and documentation of 

procedures in the chart 
[x ] Resident's attendance of rounds and conferences monitored 
[  ] Other: ________________________ 

 
Identify strengths and limitations specific to the resources of the sponsoring institution: 

The residents have a choice of various sites within the city which perform very different functions 
allowing them to choose an area of particular interest to them and their patients. 
 
 
9/18/07:  Reviewed with residents / faculty at Postgraduate Education Committee 


