PRIVATE 


UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND MEDICAL CENTERPRIVATE 


POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL
PAGE:             

                   1 of 2
PROCEDURE NO:      

 


EFFECTIVE DATE:


REVISION NO:



SUBJECT:

CREDENTIALING PRACTITIONERS IN THE EVENT OF A DISASTER POLICY
FUNCTION:




APPROVALS:
ADVANCE \X 66.0Final - Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer___________                                                                           
ADVANCE \X 66.0Concurrences: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________





1. Purpose

When the emergency management plan for the University of Maryland Medical Center has been activated by the Incident Commander, the hospital may be unable to handle the immediate and emergent patient needs. At that time, practitioners who are not members of the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC) Medical Staff and who do not possess medical staff privileges may practice at this hospital during the “emergency” (defined as any officially declared emergency/disaster, whether it is local, state or national). 

2. Scope

This policy applies to licensed independent practitioners who are not Medical Staff members at the University of Maryland Medical Center. 

3. Responsibility

It is the responsibility of the President/CEO, or his/her designee, to grant temporary emergency privileges, in order to provide care to patients in an officially declared emergency. 

4. Procedure
1. The Emergency Operations Center will inform Medical Staff Services that the emergency management plan has been activated and that disaster privileging may/will be required.

2. A Disaster Privileging Form will be given to any physician wishing to request these privileges. The form must be completed and signed by the requesting physician, and should be returned to the Medical Staff Unit Leader or signed by the Incident Commander or his/her designee. One of the following key identification documents must be available in order to be granted disaster privileges:
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a. Current hospital photo ID Card;

b.
Current license to practice and valid photo ID issued by a state, federal or regulatory agency;

c. Identification indicating that the individual is a member of a Disaster Medical Assistance Team;

d.
Presentation by current hospital or medical staff member(s) with personal knowledge regarding practitioner’s identity.
3. Verification of the above information will be done as soon as possible by the Medical Staff Services Office or as soon as feasible. The verification process will be identical to the process established under the Medical Staff bylaws for granting temporary privileges to meet an important patient care need. A record of the information will be retained in the Medical Staff Services Office. 

4. A practitioner’s emergency privileges will be immediately terminated in the event that any information received through the verification process indicates any adverse information or suggests the person is not capable of rendering services in an emergency. 

5. The practitioner will be paired with a currently credentialed medical staff member who has a similar specialty, and shall act only under the direct supervision of the medical staff member. A disaster ID will be provided to the practitioner. 

6. The practitioner’s emergency privileges will be for the period needed for the duration of the emergency only and may be terminated at any time without any reason or cause. Termination of these privileges will not give rise to a hearing or review. 

7. In accordance with the Medical Staff Bylaws, any practitioner shall be permitted to do whatever is reasonably possible to save the life of a patient or to save a patient from serious harm. Such persons shall promptly yield such care to the Members of the appropriate service of the Medical Staff when such persons become reasonably available. 

